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MUNICPAL DISTRICT OF WILLOW CREEK NO. 26

Planning Today for 
Tomorrow’s MD of Willow Creek

The Municipal Development Plan is the
community’s long-term vision for the future.
This guide explains what it is, why it matters,
and how it will help shape the MD of Willow
Creek over the next 25 years.
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What is a 
Municipal 
Development Plan?
A ROAD MAP FOR THE FUTURE

The Municipal Development Plan (MDP) is the
Municpality’s long-term planning document.
It provides a framework for future growth,
protects agriculture, supports responsible
economic development and guides Council when
making decisions.

While the MDP establishes the vision and policy
for the future, it does not approve individual
developments or change land use or zoning.
Those decisions continue to be made through the
Land Use Bylaw and other statutory planning
processes.  
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WHY DOES IT MATTER?

The MDP helps the Municipality:

HOW THE MDP WORKS
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Our 
Community
ROOTED IN HERITAGE.
FOCUSSED ON THE FUTURE.

The MD of Willow Creek is one of southern Alberta’s
most diverse rural municipalities.

From the forested slopes of the Porcupine Hills to the
open prairie grasslands, our landscapes provide
breathtaking beauty, rich natural resources, and
opportunity.

Agriculture remains the foundation of our local
economy and way of life.  Vibrant hamlets, strong
community connections, and a spirit of independance
define who we are.

As our community evolves, the Municpal Development
plan will help us protect what we value most while
creating opportunites for future generations.

COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

“
A strong rural
community is 
built on land, 

people and 
partnerships.

”
DID YOU KNOW ?

The MD of Willow Creek covers
more than 4,400 km2 (440,000
hectares) - an area larger than
some provinces!
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Our 
Vision
A SHARED VISION FOR THE 
FUTURE OF THE MD OF WILLOW CREEK

This vision relects what our
community values most and where
we are heading together over the next
25 years and beyond.

OUR COMMUNITY VALUES
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A resilient rural community that preserves, enhances
and enriches our evolving rural way of life for all

generations to live, work and prosper as members of
this farming and ranching community.  
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COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

“
”

The MDP reflects the voices of our
community and provides a roadmap for a
strong, sustainable and vibrant future. 
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What 
We Heard
YOUR IDEAS. OUR PLAN.  
OUR FUTURE.
Throughout the development of the MDP, we
listened to residents, landowners, businesses,
and community partners.  Your feedback
helped shape the policies and priorities in 
this plan. 



“
”

Protecting productive farmland
today means food security,
economic stability, and
opportunity for tomorrow.  
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Agriculture:
Our Foundation

ROOTED IN OUR PAST.
FUELING OUR FUTURE.
Agriculture is more than an industry in the MD
of Willow Creek - it is our heritage, our
economy, and  our way of life.

The Municipal Development Plan recognizes
the important role agriculture plays and sets
policies that protect productive farmland,
supports farmers and ranchers, and
encourages innovation and diversification.

By supporting the agricultural community and
reducing land use conflices, the MDP helps
ensure agriculture remains strong for
generations to come.  

THE MDP SUPPORTS AGRICULTURE BY: 
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”
“ Not every piece of land is suitable for

every type of development.    The MDP
helps guide decisions that balance
private property rights with the broader
interests of the community.  
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Planning for 
Responsible 
Growth
GROWTH IS IMPORTANT -
WHERE AND HOW IT HAPPENS MATTERS.

The Municipal Development Plan
supports growth that is thoughtful, well-
planned, and in the right places.  Our goal
is to ensure development happens in a
way that respects our rural character,
protects farmland, and supports strong,
vibrant communities

THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS  

The MDP encourages development that:



When we care for our environment
today, we build a stronger, more resilient
community for tomorrow.  ”

Protecting 
Our Environment
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HEALTHLY LAND. 
CLEAN WATER.
STRONG COMMUNITIES.

Our natural environment is one of the MD of Willow
Creek’s greatest assets.  From our headwater streams
and native grasslands to our forest and wildlife, these
landscapes support agriculture, recreation, and the
quality of life we all value. 
 

The Municipal Development Plan promotes responsible
stewardship of the land, water and wildlife so future
generations can continue to enjoy and benefit from the
natural beauty of our region.  
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OUR COMMITTMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

“



Supporting 
a Strong Rural
Economy
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The MD of Willow Creek’s economy is rooted in
agriculture and strengthened by a diverse mix of
industries, businesses, and natural resources.
 

The Municipal Development Plan supports responsible
economic development that creates jobs, attracts
investment, and enhances the quality of life for
residents - toay and for generations to come.    
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DIVERSE.  RESILIENT. 
BUILT FOR THE FUTURE.

THE MDP SUPPORTS A DIVERSE AND RESILIENT ECONOMY 

A strong economy creates opportunities
for current and future generation while
maintaining the rural character and
values we all share.  

“
”



Our hamlets and communities are places
where people live, work and connect.
Supporting them helps build a strong and
caring rural municipality.  

“
”

Our Hamlets.
Our Communities.

Hamlets are the heart of rural life in the MD
of Willow Creek.  They provide a sense of
community, local services, and a place to
call home.  The Municipal Development Plan
supports sustained growth in our hamlets
while protecting the rural character and
agricultural land that surrounds them.    
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SMALL PLACES.
BIG VALUE.

OUR RECOGNIZED HAMLETS  
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Investing in infrastructure today
helps build safe, connected and
resilient communities tomorrow.    

“
”Infrastructure

That Supports 
Our Future

Strong infrastructure is essential for sate, prosperous
communities and a growing rural economy.

The Municipal Development Plan supports the
responsible provision, maintenance, and expansion of
infrastructure and services to meet the needs of
residents, businesses, and future generations.      
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CONNECTED.  RELIABLE.  READY.

KEY INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES  



Let’s build tomorrow’s
MD of Willow Creek  – together. 

Learn more. Get Involved.  Have your say.
Visit:      https://whatshappening.mdwillowcreek.com
Email:    development@mdwillowcreek.com 
Call:        403-625-3351

The future of the MD of Willow Creek is shaped by
the choices we make today – together.          
By respecting our land, supporting our
communities, and planning ahead, we create a
legacy for generations to come.    

“
”

Working Together
for Tomorrow’s MD 

The Municipal Development Plan provides a long-term
vision and a clear framework to guide decision that shape
the future of the MD of Willlow Creek.

Its success depends on all of us – Council, Administration,
residents, landowners, businesses and community
partners – working together to build a resilient, properous,
and sustainable municipality.
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SHARED VISION.
A STRONG FUTURE.
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